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Nortawest corner of Fiftth Avenue and Jdak Straet,
Niobrara, Znox County, Nebrasika.

USGS Niobrara Quadrangle Universal Transverse Mercator
Coordinates: L14.379500.4733990

Present Cwner: United States '\f America (U.S5. Armv Corps of Engineers,

Present Use:

Omana Districs

Residence of Mr. and Mrs. William Mavberry, scheduled o
e vacated and demolisned. (Moved to Crofton, Nebraska
after this documencation was written in 1977;.

Significance: The Chambers-Mayberry House was built in 1909 for George

Chambers, a prominent citizen of Nicbrara. Mr. Chambers
was cashier of the Niobrara Valley Bank for years and
held controlling interests in the Verdel, Monowia and
Lynch Banks. The structure, one of the largest and most
elaborate residences in the small rural commnity of
Niobrara, exudes a certain dignity today as it surely did
ak the time of its completion.

PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION

A. Physical History:

Date of erection: 1909-1910.

Architect: Joseph A. Cavis, a local architect and builder,
who also supervised the construction.

Original and subsecuent owners: George W. Chambers purchased
the property on which the structure stands from his brother
and sister-in-law, &dwin #H. and 3tella Chambers, although
construction of the nouse did not gegin until 1908.

The family moved into the new house in January 1910 and the
house remained in the Chambers family until 19489.

In 1949, Stewart Chambers (son of George) and heirs of G. W.
Chambers' estate (he died in 1913) sold the property to Mr.
and Mrs. Clarence Carson for $4,000. It was later sold to
William Mavberry and his wife, the last occupants, in
November 1958 for $6,000. In 1975 the property was sold to
the U.S. Army Corps of Ergineers, Omaha District for J.tS
flocd control project.
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The original and subsequent owners of the house from the
?equL.er OC Ceeds, Center, Knox Tounty, Nebraska are 3

follows

1887

1890

1913

1913

1944

1949

1949

1950

Deed July 22, 1887, recorded Ccruober 31, 1887,
Book 1 Page 121, James A. Cooley, singls to
Benjamin F. and Edwin H. Champers. Por
consideration of 5200 for numerous lots in
Cooley's Addition

Deed July 1, 1890, recorded august 21, 1890, Book
N Page 46, Bdwin H. and Stella Champers co George
W. Chambers. For consideration of $400 for
undivided half of properties

Quit Claim Deed Decamber 5, 1913, recorded
January 14, 1914, Book 45 Page 63, Lizzie
Sherwood (daughter of Benjamin Chambers) to May
Chambers (wife of George)., For consideraticn of
$100 for numerous properties.

Quit Claim Deed September 20, 1913, recorded
January 14, 1914, Book 45 Page 62, Mary B. Weood,
et al (S8arah Chambers, widow, Bdwin H. and Stella
Chambers, Alice B. and J. W. Turner, Sarah M. and
William Mason} to May (hambers. For
consideration of $100 for numerous properties.

Deed April B, 1944, recorded April 10, 1944, Bcok
70 Page 290, May (hambers, widow of George to
Balen Chambers, daughter. For consideration of
$1.00 for lots i, 2, 3, Block 6

Estate Settlement Cctober 14, 1949, recorded
October 14, 1549, Book 8 Page 113. Real property
was devised to wvarious living neirs. Final
account of B. N. Saunders ard George G. Bayha,
Mministrations in Estate of George Chambers,
deceased, who owned lots 1L, 2, 3, 4, 3, ard &,
block 6, Cooley's Addition.

Deed December 3, 1949, recorded January S5, 1950,
Book 77 Page 57, Stewart Chambers, =t al (son of
George) to Clarence Carson and wifs for
consideration of $4,000.

Affidavit January 9, 1950, recorded Januarv 9,
1950, Book 17 Page 464, Stewart Chambers to The
public. Statement of title ownership and
certification
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1958 Deed November 3, L8538, recorded January 13, 1959,
Book 33 Page 527, Clarance N. Jarson and wife &
William J. Maypberry. For consideration of 36,000
for lots 1, 2, 3.

1975 Deed March 3, 1973, recorded March 5, 1975, Book
97, Page 29, William J. Mayberry and wife to
United States of America U.3. army Corps of
Engineers) . For consideracion of $22,000 for
lots 1, 2, 3.

Builder, contractor: Josepn A. Cavis was the huilder.
F. Showalter was his assistant.

Original plan and construction: 2According to the Niobrara
Tribune, dated January 20, 1910:

"™Mr. and Mrs. George Chambers are moving into their
elegant new home this week. The house is finished in
quarter sawed white cak and floors are of the same
material. the walls are frescoed (sic).... A few of
the conveniences are a furnace and not water, neat,
gas fixtures, a bathroom, hot and cold water and
George axpects to have a soft water tupular
well....The work on the staircase, fireplace, double
doors and in fact the whole house, is done in a very
satisfactory manner...."

According to Stewart Cnambers, son of Gecorge W. Chambers, the
house was originally vainted white with black trim screens.
The house was repalnted at an unknown date a lemon yvellow
with screens again black. It was later returned to the
original white axterior and has remained white ever since.
The original cherry claphboard siding still remains with
interior wocdworik of wnite cak. The aouse also had "double
floors built with 2 x 12 floor joists", according to Stewart
Chambers.

Ajiterations and additions: Minor changes have peen made to
the house as evident in the view of the structurs taken just
after its construction in 1910 (see Sources of Information,
0ld views). The original proijecting cornice found on the
second story as well as on the one story front porch, has
been removed leaving just the exposed supporting rafters.

In addition, a pediment with decorative cresting, which at
one time rested on the nipred, one=-story porch roof, directly
over the entryway, has been removed. Also, decorative
supporting pilasters, reflecting the style of the remaining
Tonic columns supporting the front porcn rocf, have been
ramoved.
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The original cedar shingling remains but has been covered
Wwith interlocking mineral surface asphalt shingles.

Historical Svents arnd Persons Comnectzd with the Structure:

Gaorge Wilkerson Chambers moved to Niobrara with his parents, Mr.
and Mrs. Benjamin F. Chambers in 1877. Upon his arrival, ne met
Judge Solomon Draper, one of the town's founding fathers, a
lawyer and, at that time, assoclated with the Niobrara Valley
Bank. Mr. Chambers began work at the bank doing odd jobs while
still in school. After completing school, however, he became the
hank's nookkeeper, later o e oromotad £0 assistant cashier and
¢aghier. In addition, Mr. Chambers acquired controlling
interests in the neighboring Lynch and Verdel, Nebraska banks,
serving as their President for a number of years. His residence,
one of the more imposing structures in Niobrara, was a further
statement of Mr. Chambers' financial success. He lived in this
house only three years before his death in 1913.

William J. Mayberry, the last occupant and private owner of the
Chamber s-Mayberry house, is a significant figure in the Niobrara
comminity because of his active civic participation in civic
matters over the years, and more particularly, for his annual
Thresher’s Reunion. The rsunion, originally a neighborhocd
threshing bee, was initiated by ¥r. Mayberry in the mid-1950s.
Over the years, however, 1t has received much attention and
publicity and is now considered a regional institution. The
reunion takes people back in time with old threshing methcds,
suchi ag actual demonstrations of norse-~power threshirng, a methed
predating the steam ergine era. The operation of the steam
thresher is also demonstrated. Mr. Mayberry's collection, in
1976, included nine steam engines, twelwe tractors, numerous
gasoline-powered tractors, an eight oottom plow and and a saw
mill.

Sources of Information:

1. 0ld views:
A photocopy of the front view of the house, circa 1918, shows
original details which have been changed, and also how little
the exterior appearence has bheen altered. Included in the
HABS collection.

A photocopy of house being moved to Crofton, Nebraska, 1977.
From an unknown source. nciuded in the HABS collection.

2. Bibliography:

a. Primary and unpublished sources:
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Deed Books, Register of Zeeds, Jenter, Anox -lounty,
Neoraska.

Interviews:

Stewart Chambers, written correspondence, July 13, 1977
and July 22, 1977, provided backgrourd information on his
father and details on the ohysicali nistory of the nouse.

Tape of Mr. and Mrs. Willliam Mayberry, Niobrara,
Nebraska, Spring 1977. Information on threshers reunion.

Mr. and Mrs. Harley Eberly, August 13, 13877, residents
of Nicbrara, Nebraska. Provided background information
on George Chambers,

William Mayberry June 28, 1977, reqarding alteration
details.

b. Secondary and publisned sources:
Niobrara Bicentennial Committee. Niobrara Centennial,

1856-1956 (updated 1976). UNiobrara, Nebraska: Verdigre
Eagle, 1976.

Niocbrara Tribune. Newspaper articles, July 29, 1909,
September 3, 1909, January 20, 1910,

Prepared lby: Kathryn Burns
Histerian
Historic American Buildings
Survey
Summer 1977

ARCHTTECTURAL INFORMATION

A, General Statement:

1.

Architectural charactsr: The Chambers-Mayberry House is
designed in a simple Queen Anne style with classical
details. The more dominant features are the steep hipped
roof with east and south gabled dormers, decorative metal
cresting and the long front porch supported by three wocden
Ionic colums. The house is clad in white painted narrow
cherry clapboards. The house was one of the most elaborate
structures in the small rural community of Niobrara.

Condition of fabric: The over-all condition of the house is
goaod.,
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Cription Of EXtericr:

Ower-all dimensions: The house, ractanguiar with orofecting
navs, measures 29' x 37'. Ik is two stories with a large
Zn

attic and full casement. The front porch measures 25'-8" x
3'-3". The rear porch measures &' x 10'.

Foundations: The house sits on 2 fourad- in-place congrata.

Wall construction, finish ard color: The house is clad in white
Painted cherry clapboards. Cecorative a2lsmencs nclude eaves
and corner ooards with circular teaded strips at excreme
corners and heavy ogee brackets supporting the roofline at
the northeast and southeast corners.

Structural system: The structural system of the house is of
wood frame construction.

Porches: A large front porch projects from the sast facade.
The porch roof is supported by three circular wocden columns
with ornately decorated Ionic capitals. Wooden lattice work
runs along the base of the porch. The flooring is grey
palnted torgue-and-groove wood. A second-story screened
porch is apove the front porch at the south end with its roof
supported by square wooden columns of plain design. A
one-story rear enclosed vorch projects from the west wall of
the kitchen, supported oy corcrete blocks. A rear (west)
two-story porch is alsc screened and has a low, two—foot high
obeaded tongue-and-groove side wall and tongue-and-groove
flooring.

Chimneys: The house has two brick chimneys. One rises from
the peak of the hipred roof and the other from the north
slope of the roof toward the rsar of the structure.

Crenings:

a. Doorways and doors: The front entrance door is stained
wood with a large rectangular glass pane running its
length. The pane is nevelled at the adges and neld in
vlace oy egg-and-dart molding. At the base and top of
the door are applied wooden zarvings., Two-over-two side
lights are on 2ither side of the door. The rear vorch
antrance door nas a standard rectangular upper pane with
three lower raised wooden Danels.

D, Windows: The large window in the c¢enter of the front
projecting vay to the left of the front entrance has a
1 1/2' x 4' upper pane oL leaded glass with bevelled
clear glass in a geometric pattern and a single operable
lower pane.
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AlL romaining windows on the Iirst and secend £loor
levels are one-over—ore dounlz-nung sash windows. All
first Ficor windows, as welil as a palr of w7indows on the
genter 70rth elevacicn at che interjor stair landing,
nave 3 molded sntaplaturs-like surrounding detail.

Gabled dormers on the =2ast and south facades have
sami-circular arched window otenings. A smaller gable
window above the second story porch nas a wriangular
light with a simple tracervy detail. The ground level
two-gane rectangular windows provide natural lighting to
the tasement.

.8. Roof:

a.

Shape, covering: The roof is a massive hipped roof with
projecting gabled dormers on the east and south slopes.
The original cedar shingles have been covered by
interlocking mineral surface asphalt shingles.
Decorative tin cresting in a "club" pattern, rises alorg
the peak of the hipped roof and dormer projections. A
half hip roof projects over the rear (west) porch. The
front porch has an elongated half hip roof.

Cornice: Exposed projecting roof rafters now appear
along the eaves. Originally, these rafters were encased
by a heavy molded cornice.

C. Description of Interior:

1. Floor plans:

a.

Basement: An enclosed stairway just off the first floor
front hall leads to a full cellar. A furnace pit lies at
the foot of the stairs and two coal storage rooms are
located in che northeast corner. A curious triangular
brick stack stands in the center of the cellar and
supports the fireplace hearth in the first floor living
FOOMm.

First floor: The front entrance on the east side of the
structure opens into a small hall with an open stairway
to the right, and two large rooms, living and dining
areas, off the hall to the left. The front living rcom
is separated from the nall oy sliding pocket doors.

These doors also separate the living room from the dining
area to the west. Through the hall to the rear of the
structure, one passes through a small vestibule with a
door leadirg to the cellar on the right and enters a
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3izablie xitchen. Ccors orff the witchen on the 3outh wall
lead to the dining room and to the rear lavacory, wnich
was once the fantry. room. i back sorsh llas dirsetly =5 +he
wast or iche <izChen.

<. Second floor: The wide staircase from the first floor
nall curns to the loft and opens into the second ficor
nall. Four btedrooms are on =his floor, one in @ach
corner of the house. A& Dull hath is at the west and of
the hall, A small screened porch just over the front
entry oporch is accessible from the southeast corner
zedroom.

d. Attic: An enclosed stairway off the northwest bedrocm is
the only access to the attic. The attic itself is a
large open unfinished space. A central chimmey stack
runs up from the middle of the room at a slight angle and
projects througn the roof peak.

Stairways: The main stairway runs from the first floor
entrance hall to the second floor. It is of wood. The newel
post at the base of the handrail is carved with geametric and
floral patterns. Three other enclosed staircases are found
in the house. The first runs from the vestibule off the
kitchen down to the basement. The second runs from the
northeast corner of the kitchen up to the second floor hall,
openirg to the west of the main staircase. The third runs
from the northwest corner bedroom up to the attic.

Flooring: The house has four~inch hardwood flooring
throughout. Tiled floors are found in the kitchen and second
floor bathroom.

Wall and ceiling finish: All rooms nave simple painted
plaster walls and natural woodworking of solid ocak. Chair
and picture railing details ars found cnroughout the nouse.

Doorways and doors: Two pairs of six-paneled rocket doors
separate the living room from both the entrance hall and the
rear dining area. Narrow full pane glass double doors open
from the southeast bedroom onto the second story porchi. All
other doors are simple five-paneled horizontally set deors.
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Notable Hardware: A decoracive Coal stove in the sasament,
1sing the triangular stack, has an urn on top and a2 mica door
in front. Its style name and number is: Firefly, 243,
Manufactured oy The Jrkon 3tove and Range Conkarny,
Bellaville, Illincis.

The living room fireplace and platform have light green
glazed tiles and a Metal coal drate sledantly designed wit!
a religious scene. The surrounding mantel is dark stained
wood supportad by Ionic columns on either side of the fire
place. A second mantel just above 1s supported by sherter,
out similar, columns framing the airzor above the fireplace.

7. Mechanical equipment:

a. Heating: Originally heated by a coal furnace, the
heating system was converted to oil by the Mayberrys.

b. Lighting: Most areas of the house are lighted by
incandescent fixtures.

Site:

1. General setting: The hcuse faces east.

2, Landscape: The landscape is nicely maintained with lilac
hedges along the south side of the property. A vegetable
garden is located in the northwest side of the house.

3. OQutbuildings: There is a wooden frame garage to the rear

{(west) of the house.

Prepared hby: Perry Benson
Architect
Historic American Buildings
Survey
Summer 1977

Kathryn Burns

Historian

Historic American Buildings
Survey

Summer 1977
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PART ITI. PROJECT INFORMATTON

The Nicbrara project was undertaken py the Historic dmerican Buildings
Survey (HRBS) in co-operation with the <itizens of the Village of
Nichbrara. The crodject was fumded oy the J.5. Armv Jorps of Egineers,
Omaha District, in compliance with Executive Order 11393 as a mitigative
effort in the construction of the Gavins Point Dam and Lewis and Clark:
Lake. Under the direction of John Poppeliers, chief of HABS, the project
was completed in the HABS Field Office in Niobrara, Neoraska during the
summer of 1977 by project supervisor Perry Benson (University of
Pennsylvania) , project historian Xathryn A. Burns {George Washington
University), team foreman Larry Jones (Texas Tech University) and student
architects Peter Darlow (McGill University), Lisa Becker (Notre Dame
University) and Darl Rastorfer (University of Pennsylvania). The written
historical and architectural data was prepared by Kathryn Burns, ard
edited by Susan McCown, a historian in the HABS office in August 1979,
Two exterior and four interior photographs were taken by Sam Amato in the
fall of 1877.



